LESSON 6 *August 1-7

Unlimited POss1bilities

SABBATH AFTERNOON

Read for This Week’s Study: / Cor 12:12, Matt. 3:16-18,

1 Cor. 12:7, 1 Cor. 1:4-9, Matt. 25:14-30.

Memory Text: “But one and the same Spirit works all these things,

distributing to each one individually as He wills” (! Corinthians 12:11,
NKJV).

is not a special spiritual gift that only a select few possess.
Witnessing is the divine calling of each Christian.

The Bible uses different expressions to describe our calling before
God. We are to be “the light of the world,” “ambassadors for Christ,”
and a “royal priesthood” (Matt. 5:14, 2 Cor. 5:20, 1 Pet. 2:9). This same
God who calls us to witness and for service equips us for the task. He
imparts spiritual gifts to each believer. God does not call the qualified.
He qualifies those whom He has called. Just as He gives salvation
freely to all who believe, He gives His gifts to them freely, as well.

As we consecrate ourselves to God and dedicate our lives to His
service, our possibilities to serve are endless. “There is no limit to the
usefulness of one who, putting aside self, makes room for the working
of the Holy Spirit upon his heart, and lives a life wholly consecrated to
God.”—Ellen G. White, The Ministry of Healing, p. 159.

In this week’s lesson, we will study our unlimited possibilities for
service through the gift of the Holy Spirit.

God calls us to witness for Him (Acts 1:8, Isa. 43:10). Witnessing

* Study this weeks lesson to prepare for Sabbath, August 8.

46



NYNIIN'A August 2

Differing Gifts: United in Service

Have you ever considered how different from each other the disciples
were? Their backgrounds, personalities, temperaments, and gifts greatly
varied. But this was not a liability for the church. It was a strength.
Matthew, a tax collector, was precise, exact, accurate. In contrast, Peter
often spoke quickly and was enthusiastic and impulsive, but he also
had natural leadership qualities. John was tenderhearted but outspoken.
Andrew was a people person, extremely aware of his surroundings, and
sensitive to others. Thomas had the natural inclination to question, and he
often doubted. Each of these disciples, though having different personali-
ties and gifts, was powerfully used by God in witnessing for Him.

Read 1 Corinthians 12:12, 13, 18-22. What do we discover in these
verses about the need for people of different gifts in the body of
Christ, the church?

God delights in taking people of different backgrounds with different
talents and abilities and imparting to them gifts for service. The body
of Christ is not a homogenous group of people who are all alike. It is
not a country club with people of the same backgrounds who all think
the same. It is a dynamic movement of people of different gifts, united
in their love for Christ and for Scripture, and who are committed to
sharing His love and truth with the world (Rom. 12:4, 1 Cor. 12:12).
The members of the body of Christ have different gifts, but each one is
valuable; each one is critical to the healthy functioning of the body of
Christ. Just as the eyes, ears, and nose have different functions but are
necessary to the body, all gifts are necessary, as well (1 Cor. 12:21, 22).

If you carefully consider the human body, even the smallest parts
have a crucial role. Consider our eyelashes. What if we did not have
something as apparently insignificant as eyelashes? Dust particles
would blur our vision, and the resulting consequences could potentially
cause irreparable damage. In the same way, the member of the church
who seems the most “insignificant” is an essential part of the body of
Christ and has been gifted by the Holy Spirit. When we dedicate these
gifts totally to God, each one of us can make an eternal difference.

No matter how talented you might be, what are the things that
you are not very good at but that others in the church are? How
should this help keep you in your proper place?
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God: The Giver of All Good Gifts

According to 1 Corinthians 12:11, 18; Ephesians 4:7, 8; and James
1:17, God is the originator of all gifts, and “every perfect gift” comes
from Him. Thus, we can rest assured that He will impart to us the very
gifts of the Holy Spirit that are best suited to our personalities, and He
will best use our skills to serve His cause and glorify His name.

Read Mark 13:34 and 1 Corinthians 12:11. To whom does God give

spiritual gifts?

The Bible is clear. God has a special assignment for each one of us
in sharing the gospel with others. In Jesus’ parable of the householder
who leaves his house to his servants and asks them to care for it, the
master of the house gives his servants their appointed work (Mark
13:34). There is an assignment for every individual, and God gives
spiritual gifts to all to accomplish the divine task or ministry that they
are called to. When we surrender our lives to Christ, and through bap-
tism become members of His body, the church, the Holy Spirit imparts
gifts so that we can serve the body and witness to the world.

In 1903, Ellen G. White wrote a letter to a certain man to encourage
him to use the gifts God had given him in service. “We are all members
of God’s family, all in a greater or less degree entrusted with God-given
talents, for the use of which we are held responsible. Whether our tal-
ent be great or small, we are to use it in God’s service, and we are to
recognize the right of every one else to use the gifts entrusted to them.

“Never should we disparage the smallest physical, intellectual, or
spiritual capital.”—Letter 260, December 2, 1903.

Read Acts 10:36-38, Matthew 3:16-18, and Acts 2:38-42. What do
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these texts teach us about the promise of the Holy Spirit at bap-
tism?

Just as Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit at His baptism to pre-
pare and fully equip Him for His ministry to the world, each one of us
is promised the Holy Spirit at our baptism. God longs for us to have the
positive assurance that He has fulfilled His Word and imparted spiritual
gifts to us to bless His church and the world.
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The Purpose of Spiritual Gifts

Read 1 Corinthians 12:7 and Ephesians 4:11-16. Why does God
impart spiritual gifts to each believer? What are the purposes of
those gifts?

Spiritual gifts serve several purposes. God gives them to people so
they can nurture and strengthen His church to accomplish His ministry.
They are designed to develop a unified church ready to accomplish His
mission in the world. The Bible writers give us examples of the spiritual
gifts that God imparts to His church, such as ministering, serving, pro-
claiming, teaching, encouraging, and giving. They also speak about the
gifts of hospitality, mercy, helpfulness, and cheerfulness, to mention only
a few. For a more complete list, read Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12.

You may be wondering about the relationship between spiritual gifts
and natural talents. Spiritual gifts are divinely imparted qualities that
are given by the Holy Spirit to each believer to equip them for their
special ministry in the church and service to the world. They also may
include natural talents that are sanctified by the Holy Spirit and used
in service for Christ. All natural talents are God given, but not all are
used in the service of Christ.

“The special gifts of the Spirit are not the only talents represented in
the parable. It includes all gifts and endowments, whether original or
acquired, natural or spiritual. All are to be employed in Christ’s service.
In becoming His disciples, we surrender ourselves to Him with all that
we are and have. These gifts He returns to us purified and ennobled, to
be used for His glory in blessing our fellow men.”—Ellen G. White,
Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 328.

Also, God has established such special gifts as the gift of prophecy
and specific offices in the church, including pastors, elders, and teach-
ers, who are teachers within the body of Christ to nurture and equip
each member for service (see Eph. 4:11, 12). The function of all church
leadership is to assist each member in discovering their spiritual gifts
and teach them to use these gifts to build up the body of Christ.

What are some natural talents that you have that, however useful
and beneficial in a secular environment, also can be a blessing to
the church?
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Discovering Your Gifts

Compare 1 Corinthians 1:4-9 with 2 Corinthians 1:20-22. What do

these passages tell us about the promises of God, especially spiri-
tual gifts prior to the second coming of Christ?

God promises that His church will manifest all of the gifts of the
Holy Spirit just before the return of our Lord. His promises are sure.
He has given us the witness of the Holy Spirit in our hearts to guide
each of us to an understanding of the gifts He has given to us. It is God
who gives the gifts and God, through His Spirit, who reveals them to us.

Read Luke 11:13, James 1:5, and Matthew 7:7. If we desire to discover
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the gifts that God has given to each one of us, what does He invite
us to do?

We receive the gifts of the Spirit as we consecrate ourselves to
God, and ask Him to reveal to us the gifts He has given us. When our
hearts are emptied of self-glory and our priority is to serve Jesus, His
Spirit will impress us with the spiritual gifts He has for us. “Not until
through faith and prayer the disciples had surrendered themselves fully
for His working was the outpouring of the Spirit received. Then in a
special sense the goods of heaven were committed to the followers of
Christ. . . . The gifts are already ours in Christ, but their actual pos-
session depends upon our reception of the Spirit of God.”—Ellen G.
White, Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 327.

Spiritual gifts (see I Cor. 12:4—6) are qualities that God imparts so
we can serve Him effectively. Ministries are the general areas we can
express our gifts in, and activities are the specific events that allow
us to use our gifts. Spiritual gifts do not come fully developed. As the
Holy Spirit impresses you with some area of service, pray that He will
lead you to a specific ministry to exercise your gift through an outreach
activity.

What are your specific gifts and, more important, how can you
improve those gifts for the Lord’s service?
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Growing Our Gifts

Read the parable of the talents in Matthew 25:14-30. What is the
most significant thought that stands out to you in this story? Why
were the first two servants commended by God and the last servant
condemned? What does this parable tell us about the use of our
talents? Particularly notice Matthew 25:29.

{3

The master gave to each servant talents according to their “own ability
(Matt. 25:15, NKJV). Each individual received a different amount. One
received five talents, another two, and another one. Each servant had a
choice of how to invest or use the talents that they were given. A crucial
point here is that what they were given wasn’t their own. It belonged to
someone else who gave them charge over it.

The concern of the master was not who had superior or who had infe-
rior talents. It was not how many talents each was given. The concern
was what each one did with what he had been given.

Paul puts it this way in 2 Corinthians 8:12 (NKJV): “For if there is
first a willing mind, it is accepted according to what one has, and not
according to what he does not have.” For God, what matters isn’t so
much what you have but, rather, what you do with what you have.

God commended the first two servants because they were faithful
in using their talents. Their talents increased with use. The “wicked”
servant did not use the talent the master had given him, and it did not
increase. It is an eternal truth that “the law of service becomes the con-
necting link which binds us to God and to our fellow men.”—FEllen G.
White, Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 326. The unfaithful servant squan-
dered his opportunity to serve and ultimately lost the ability to serve.

When we use the gifts that God has given us for the glory of His name,
they will increase, expand, and grow. How can you discover the gifts God
has given you? Humbly ask God to reveal to you the areas He desires you
to serve in for ministry. As He impresses you, get involved. Your gifts
will grow as you use them, and you will find satisfaction in His service.

Think about this parable and apply it to your own life. What, if
anything, does it say to you about what you are doing with what
you have been given by God? (Remember, anything that you have
is a gift from God too.)
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Further Thought: Read Ellen G. White, “Talents,” pp. 325-365, in

Christ’s Object Lessons.

The correct understanding of the biblical teaching of spiritual gifts
brings unity to the church. The recognition that each one of us is valu-
able and a needed member of the body of Christ is a unifying thought.
Every member of the church is necessary for the accomplishment of
Christ’s mission. Every member is gifted for service.

“To everyone there is given a work to do for the Master. To each of
His servants are committed special gifts, or talents. ‘Unto one he gave
five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man accord-
ing to his several ability.” Every servant has some trust for which he
is responsible; and the varied trusts are proportioned to our varied
capabilities. In dispensing His gifts, God has not dealt with partiality.
He has distributed the talents according to the known powers of His
servants, and He expects corresponding returns.”—Ellen G. White,
Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2, p. 282.

Remember also that the gifts of the Spirit are given for God’s glory
and not our own. God gave them to us to exalt His name and advance
His cause.

Discussion Questions:
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© Dwell more on the thought that each one of us has received
gifts from God. What practical implications does this have for
your local church? What difference can this thought make in the
involvement of each member in service?

@ Share with the members of your Sabbath School class how the
gifts of another member have blessed you. Share with the class
how you discovered your own spiritual gifts. What do you think
your gifts are, and how are you using them to bless others?

© This lesson pointed out that our gifts grow as we use them.
Look back over your own life. Can you think of gifts God has
given you that have expanded as you have used them to the glory
of His name? At the same time, ask yourself again the question,
first broached at the end of Thursday’s study, about how faithful
you are with what God has given you.
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He’s Simply “Carlos”

By ANDREW MCCHESNEY

If J. Carlos Sanchez Ruiz were president of a Seventh-day Adventist
union office in his native Peru, church members would courteously address
him as “Pastor-President.” But in Uruguay, where Carlos is president of the
Uruguay Union of Churches Mission, he is known simply as “Carlos.”

Men call him “Carlos.” Women call him “Carlos.” Even small children call
him “Carlos.”

No one addresses him as president. No one uses the word pastor. He is just
“Carlos.”

Coming from Peru, a country where people are very conscientious about
hierarchy, it took Carlos about a year to adjust to Uruguay when he first was
elected president in 2011.

“Uruguay is a country unlike any other in South America,” Carlos said.
“Even though Uruguayans recognize and respect leadership, they do not
accept the hierarchical model. A leader is equal to everyone else.”

The Uruguayan mind-set, which Carlos linked to a strong European influ-
ence, makes the country a promising mission field, church leaders said. The
Adventist Church has only 7,358 members in the country of 3.5 million
people, or one Adventist for every 470 people, one of the smallest ratios
in South America. About half of Uruguay’s population lives in the capital,
Montevideo.

“How will we reach Montevideo and other cities around the world?”
Adventist Church president Ted N. C. Wilson asked pastors during a 2019
visit.

Opening his Bible, he read Jeremiah 32:27, which says, “ ‘Behold, I am
the Lorp, the God of all flesh. Is there anything too hard for Me?”” (NKJV).

“God responds to His own question in a powerful way,” Wilson said. Then
he turned to Jeremiah 33:3 and read, “ © “Call to Me, and I will answer you,
and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.”””

“Claim this promise for Uruguay and for your work in the cities,” Wilson
said. “You face challenges of secularism and materialism very much like
Europe. But nothing is too hard for the Lord.”

In an indication that nothing is too hard for the Lord,
people are being baptized in Uruguay after attending
programs at community centers, or “urban centers of
influence,” operated by the church. Among the new
members is a young man, Fernando Aguirre, who gave
his heart to Jesus in 2019 after taking stress-management
courses at an urban center of influence in Montevideo.
Please pray for Uruguay and the other promising mis-
sion fields in secular societies around the world.

Provided by the General Conference Office of Adventist Mission, which uses Sabbath School
mission offerings to spread the gospel worldwide. Read new stories daily at AdventistMission.org. 5 3
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TOTAL MEMBER INVOLVEMENT TIME
What is Total Member Involvement?

P Total Member Involvement (TMI) is a full-scale, world-church evange-
listic thrust that involves every member, every church, every adminis-
trative entity, every type of public outreach ministry, as well as personal
and institutional outreach.

P Itisa calendar-driven, intentional soul-winning plan that discovers
the needs of families, friends, and neighbors. Then it shares how God
fulfills every need, resulting in church planting and church growth, with
a focus on retaining, preaching, sharing, and discipling.

HOW TO IMPLEMENT TMI TIME IN SABBATH SCHOOL
Dedicate the first 15 minutes* of each lesson to plan, pray and share:

P TMI IN-REACH: Plan to visit, pray, care for missing or hurting members,
and distribute territory assignments. Pray and discuss ways to minister to
the needs of church families, inactive members, youth, women and men,
and various ways to get the church family involved.

P TMI OUT-REACH: Pray and discuss ways of reaching your community,
city, and world, fulfilling the Gospel Commission by sowing, reaping,
and keeping. Involve all ministries in the church as you plan short-term
and long-term soul-winning projects. TMI is about intentional acts of
kindness. Here are some practical ways to become personally involved:

1. Develop the habit of finding needs in your community. 2. Make plans
to address those needs. 3. Pray for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

P TMI UP-REACH: Lesson Study. Encourage members to engage in
individual Bible study—make study of the Bible in Sabbath School
participatory. Study for transformation, not information.

TMI Time Explanation

Fellowship Pray, plan, organize for action.
15 o
Outreach min* Care for missing members.
World Mission ' Schedule outreach.
45 Involve everyone in the study of the lesson.

Lesson Study min.* | Ask questions. Highlight key texts.

Plan lunch for the class after worship.

Lunch THEN GO OUT AND REACH SOMEONE!

*Adjust times as necessary.
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14-year-old boy leads two people to Christ by singing in Gabon.
A 29-year-old mother is beaten daily after she accepts Jesus
in Guinea. A 59-year-old former politician opens an Adventist
university in Liberia. What do they have in common? They are
united by mission in the West-Central Africa Division, which will
receive this quarter’s Thirteen Sabbath Offering.

Read more in the youth and adult Mission magazine
- (bit.ly/adultmission) and the Children’s Mission magazine
~ (bit.ly/childrensmission).

Thank you for supporting
~ Adventist Mission with your
- prayers and Sabbath School
~ mission offerings.



